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HOBSONVILLE PRIMARY SCHOOL

EDUCATION OUTSIDE THE CLASSROOM

1
Introduction

Social, emotional and physical development and learning in all curriculum areas, is 

enhanced by providing relevant, enjoyable opportunities to explore and learn beyond 
the normal school programme. This policy statement concerns Education Outside The Classroom (EOTC).

2
Context

2.1
To encourage children’s learning through first hand experiences that cannot be 

replicated within the classroom.

2.2
To assist the social development of our children by giving them the opportunity to live, 

work and co-operate with others from different backgrounds and cultures. 

2.3
To facilitate an increase in confidence, independence and responsibility through 

meeting new challenges and taking appropriate risks.

2.4
To develop skills in observation, recording, reporting and organization.

3
Statements

3.1
Any trip/camp must be in accordance with all school policies and enhance learning.

3.2
Some of these experiences may be outside the educational curriculum programmes.  

Optional or alternative programmes will be put in place for those who choose not to 

participate.

3.3
Parent expense is considered.

3.4
Parent helpers are adequately prepared for their EOTC responsibilities beforehand.

3.5
Medical supplies (a basic First Aid Kit) must be taken, including individual medication 


if required together with the agreed medical action plan for administering it.

3.6
A trained first aid provider will be present.

3.7
Planning and costing forms are to be completed before EOTC takes place.

3.8
Proposal and Risk Management Forms completed and approved by the Principal and 

Board of Trustees before the trip / camp proceeds.

3.9
Staff must have the necessary skills to undertake an EOTC trip. 

3.10
An EOTC permission form is signed upon enrolment.  It is the parents’ responsibility to inform the school if their child is not able to take part in the activity.
3.11
Staff : student ratios are to be determined taking the following into account as part of 

risk assessment: 

· competence of staff/volunteer assistants

· first-aid cover

· sex, age, behaviour and ability of students, and any special needs

· duration, location and nature of activity – land-based, water-based

· site requirements (such as permits)

· contingency options

· access to emergency services

· season, weather forecast
· any student that requires 1:1 care or assistance will need their parent to accompany them.

3.12
Parents/caregivers/staff who offer their vehicles for EOTC trips must declare that: 

· there is a diagonal, shoulder seat belt for every child carried. Lap belts are not acceptable;

· they have a current registration and warrant of fitness for the vehicle;

· they possess a current full New Zealand driver’s licence.

· the car is insured.

3.13
Before setting out on a school trip all drivers must be briefed on the route to be taken and the final destination.

3.14
Parents/caregivers whose child/ren are to be taken on an EOTC trip in a 

private vehicle must give written permission. 

3.15
The school will work on a 1:1 (parent of the child to child) ratio for groups of less than 
three students.  If this does not comply a teacher will need to be present.


The minimum number of students to be accompanied by a teacher is three.
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