Hobsonville Primary School


Term 1, 2011
Dear Parents and Caregivers,

Welcome to the 2011 school year! We have started the term positively and all of the classes are settling back into school routines nicely. We hope to have an interesting year with many exciting activities planned.
The 2011 Team

Room 7
Year 4

Mrs Christine Graham
Room 8
Year 4

Mrs Gill Sanders

Room 9
Year 4

Mrs Angela Collins (Team Leader)

Our Programme this Term
Communication
Our schoolwide concept for 2011 is ‘Communication’. By the end of the year, we hope all the students will have an enduring understanding about what communication is, how people and animals communicate effectively, and how communication has evolved over time.
In Term 1, we are beginning the year with ‘Positive Communication’. We want the students to explore what communication is and discuss how communication is a vital part of learning. We will be looking at how people communicate with each other, including people with disabilities. This will also be linked to our RRAP values of Respect, Responsibility, Achievement and Pride.
[image: image1.wmf]Towards the end of the term, we will begin to look at written communication. A museum trip is being planned for Wednesday, 23rd March so we can learn about the writing systems of ancient civilizations. Further information will be distributed once details have been finalized.
Maths

We are broadening our number knowledge, using addition and subtraction strategies and learning about statistics, charts and graphs this term. 
English

We are going to be working on recounting personal experiences this term. Our reading programme will reflect our writing and topic studies. We are also developing our handwriting and general presentation skills, listening skills and spelling strategies.
The Arts
Fundamental skills of observation, sketching, drawing and painting will be explored this term in the Visual Arts. Our music specialist, Vanessa Felix, will also be working with each class for one hour a week in the Performing Arts.
Physical Education

This term we will be developing our small ball skills, such as striking and fielding. We will also be swimming in our school pool.
During the first three weeks, an intensive swimming programme has been designed for students identified as ‘at risk’ swimmers. This is being run by Skillz4Life Swimming, qualified swimming instructors, at a subsidized cost to parents.

From Week 4, each class has been given a swimming time. Please ensure your child has swimming togs and a towel on the following days-

[image: image2.wmf]Room 7- Monday

Room 8- Tuesday
Room 9- Wednesday
Library
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We are continuing with an 8 day timetable for library use this year. 

During our library sessions the students will be developing library, inquiry and computer skills. They will also have time to browse and select books. Please ensure your child has a book bag so they can have a library book issued and take it home.

The scheduled library days for Matai Team are-
Wednesday, 9th February
Monday, 21st February

Thursday, 3rd March

Tuesday, 15th March

Friday, 25th March

Wednesday, 6th April

If you are able to help in the library on these mornings, please see your child’s teacher

Homework

Beginning this term, students will be getting homework activities to complete each week. This may include a mathematics activity, spelling words to learn and reading books to share. It is important to develop regular homework times where you can support your child when they are working on their homework activities. 
On our website www.hobsonville.school.nz there are some ideas for helping your child and links to some other websites where students can practice their basic facts, multiplication and spelling.

Bible in School

Starting in March, Bible in School teachers will be coming into our classes every Tuesday for 30 minutes to take lessons which involve Christian stories, songs and values. This programme has been running successfully in Matai Team for many years. If you do not want your child to be included in these sessions, please advise your child’s teacher in writing by Friday, 25th February.

Other Notices
Sun Hats

Every student is required to wear a hat when outdoors in Terms 1 and 4. It is preferable that your child has the navy blue school uniform bucket hat or cap. 

Parent Information Meeting
There will be an information meeting for parents on Thursday, 10th March at 6.30pm, venue to be confirmed. This is an opportunity for you to meet the teachers and ask any questions you may have. 
Meeting with Teachers

If you need to talk with your child’s teacher, please phone, write or come in to make an appointment first. We are all busy people and teachers often have staff and team meetings to attend before and after school. We will endeavour to see you as soon as possible.
Can you help?

Please send to school any of the following items-
· Old newspapers (preferably NZ Herald size)

· Magazines

· Boxes of tissues

· Old, clean, large shirts/T-shirts suitable for art shirts.
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We hope that this newsletter has answered some of the questions you may have about Matai Team and our programme for this term. Please feel free to contact your child’s classroom teacher if you have any further queries, or come along to the Parent Meeting on Thursday, 10th March.

Matai Team Teachers 2011
