Hobsonville Primary School


Term 2, 2011
Dear Parents and Caregivers,

This term is going to be a busy one with the Wearable Arts costumes being designed and created by all classes in the school. We are looking forward to seeing all of the imaginative ideas the students come up with around the theme of ‘Communication’. 
The 2011 Team

Room 7
Year 4

Mrs Christine Graham
Room 8
Year 4

Mrs Gill Sanders

Room 9
Year 4

Mrs Angela Collins (Team Leader)

We also welcome Philip Wong (student from The University of Auckland) in Room 9 for 7 weeks. 

Our Programme this Term
Communication
Our school wide concept for 2011 is ‘Communication’. By the end of the year, we hope all the students will have an enduring understanding about what communication is, how people communicate effectively, and how communication has evolved over time.
[image: image1.wmf]This term we are going to be studying the science of sound- how sounds are made, how sound travels and how we hear sound. We are then going to be taking our knowledge and creating Wearable Arts costumes that show an aspect of sound and how it is used to communicate messages.

Maths

We are broadening our number knowledge, using number strategies to add, subtract, multiply and divide, and learning about measurement this term.
English

We are going to be working on explanations this term- how and why things happen. Our reading programme will reflect our writing and topic studies. We are also developing our handwriting and general presentation skills, listening skills and spelling strategies.
Physical Education

This term we are developing skills for Winter sports using the ‘Teaching Games for Understanding’ approach. We will be developing our large ball skills, such as passing and kicking. 
Also, we have a Sport Activator from Sport Waitakere, Izzy Nukunuku, coming in to work with the students most weeks.
The Arts

Our visual arts will be mainly focused around our Wearable Arts costumes. We may be learning sewing, weaving skills, papier mache, painting, sculpturing and collage techniques, as well as any other skills needed to create our artworks.
Library

During our library sessions the students will be developing library, inquiry and computer skills. They will also have time to browse and select books. Please ensure your child has a book bag so they can have a library book issued and take it home.

[image: image2.wmf]The scheduled library days for Matai Team this term are-
Monday, 2 May
Thursday, 12 May

Tuesday, 24 May

Friday, 3 June

Thursday, 16 June

Tuesday, 28 June

Thursday, 14 July

The annual Scholastic Book Fair is planned for Thursday, 7 July, to coincide with Parent/Student/Teacher conferences.
Iron Brion Roadshow

Iron Brion is a singing, dancing character developed by Beef + Lamb New Zealand, who for the past ten years has taken the healthy eating message out to primary school children in a fun, interactive way. Each year he performs to more than 50,000 children nationwide, conveying messages about the four different food groups, the importance of iron in the diet, breakfast and exercise. At the end of the hour-long show, the students are each given a delicious Heart Tick approved BBQ beef and salad burger.
GetWise

GetWise is an innovative New Zealand financial literacy programme, brought to you by ASB.

Workshops are presented directly to children in schools by full-time world-class facilitators. Although there is no specific financial literacy module under the new national standards, GetWise content is mapped against the new curriculum and is designed in collaboration with leading experts in primary education, financial literacy and cognitive development.

GetWise has been available free of charge to primary schools across New Zealand since February 2010, and now covers both primary and intermediate school students! 

Homework

Students will be getting homework activities to complete most weeks. This may include a mathematics activity, spelling words to learn and reading books to share. 

Can you help?

During the winter terms many students develop runny noses. Donations of boxes of tissues to the class are gratefully accepted.
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Wearable Arts

We will need all sorts of bits and pieces to create our fantastic wearable artworks. As the students are going to be designing the costumes later in the term, we are asking parents to help us with donations of fabric, light bicycle helmets, old gumboots and clean plain t-shirts, shirts and skirts that can be used in new and exciting ways. Polystyrene, netting, ribbons and raffia would also be appreciated… basically anything that could be used in a costume. 

We will also be on the look out for buttons, thread, wool and old Christmas decorations to add detail and sparkle to our creations.
Later in the term we may also be asking for parent help in the construction of the costumes. 
Important Dates to note

Tues, 10 May- 
Iron Brion Roadshow

Sat, 14 May-
Positives/Negatives photography (PTCC)

Mon, 16 May-
Whole School Assembly (10 am)

Week 4-
GetWise programme

Mon, 6 June-
Queen’s Birthday

Mon, 4 July-
Reports home

Thurs, 7 July-
Parent/Student/Teacher conferences



Book Fair selling

Fri, 8 July-
Whole School Assembly (1.30 pm)
Mon, 11 July-
Sports Assembly (10 am)

Fri, 15 July-
Hells Pizza Day *



Last day of Term 2

* Cost involved

Please note- There is no activity fee this term.

We hope that this newsletter has answered some of the questions you may have about Matai Team and our programme for this term. Please feel free to contact your child’s classroom teacher if you have any further queries.
Matai Team Teachers 2011
