Hobsonville Primary School


Term 3, 2011
Dear Parents and Caregivers,

Last term was an extremely busy one with Wearable Arts costumes being created in all classes. This term some children will be practising for the big show in Week 9. As well as that to look forward to, we will be working hard in our classes, completing calendar art, learning about animation, writing and reading imaginary stories and working on number strategies and geometry.
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The 2011 Team

Room 7
Year 4

Mrs Christine Graham
Room 8
Year 4

Mrs Gill Sanders

Room 9
Year 4

Mrs Angela Collins (Team Leader)

Our Programme this Term
Communication
Our school wide concept for 2011 is ‘Communication’. By the end of the year, we hope all the students will have an enduring understanding about what communication is, how people communicate effectively, and how communication has evolved over time.
This term we are going to be learning about animation. We will look at how animation has evolved throughout time and use animation to convey a message and tell a story. This is a fun, hands on topic that the children will enjoy.
Maths
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We are broadening our number knowledge about whole numbers and fractions, using number strategies to add, subtract, multiply and divide, and learning about geometry this term.
English

We are going to be working on narrative writing this term. The children will be developing their own fictional characters and stories. Our reading programme will reflect our writing and topic studies. We are also developing our handwriting and general presentation skills, listening skills and spelling strategies.
Physical Education

The cross country is scheduled for Thursday, 15 August. The students from Years 4-8 will be travelling to Moire Park by bus to participate in the run. The cost of the bus and use of facilities at the park is included in the activity fee for this term. In the weeks leading up to this, we will be training hard. It is important that your child has suitable running shoes during this time.
We are also continuing to develop skills for Winter sports using the ‘Teaching Games for Understanding’ approach. 
The Arts

We will be completing our calendar art early in Term 3. Then we will be looking at collage and 3D models, integrating our animation topic and writing.
Library

In Week 3, we are celebrating Literacy Week in the library. There will be a New Zealand illustrator, Ross Kinnaird, visiting the school to talk with the students. The cost of this visit is included in the activity fee.
During our library sessions the students will be developing library, inquiry and computer skills. They will also have time to browse and select books. Please ensure your child has a book bag so they can have a library book issued and take it home.
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Wednesday, 10 August
Friday, 19 August

Wednesday, 31 August

Monday, 12 September

Thursday, 22 September

Wednesday, 5 October
Homework

Students will be getting homework activities to complete most weeks. This may include a mathematics activity, spelling words to learn and reading books to share. 
Stationery

Please check with your child that they have all the pencils, rubbers, rulers and pens that they need.

Activity Fee

This term we are asking parents to pay an activity fee of $6.00 per child to cover the expenses of the visiting illustrator, Cross Country and food technology (dates to be confirmed). Please pay this by Tuesday, 9 August.
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During the winter terms many students develop runny noses. Donations of boxes of tissues to the class are gratefully accepted.
Important Dates to note

Thursday, 18 August-

Visiting illustrator *
Thursday, 25 August-

Cross country*
Friday, 26 August-

Cross country save day

Tuesday, 30 August-

Sports team photos taken

Wednesday, 28 September-
Wearable Arts show (1st night)
Thursday, 29 September-
Wearable Arts show (2nd night)

Friday, 7 October-

Last day of Term 3

* Cost covered in Activity Fee
We hope that this newsletter has answered some of the questions you may have about Matai Team and our programme for this term. Please feel free to contact your child’s classroom teacher if you have any further queries.
Matai Team Teachers 2011
