Hobsonville Primary School


Term 4, 2011
Dear Parents and Caregivers,

This term will be short and sweet with only 8 weeks to go before the end of the school year. We have a lot to fit in!
The 2011 Team

Room 7
Year 4

Mrs Christine Graham
Room 8
Year 4

Mrs Gill Sanders

Room 9
Year 4

Mrs Angela Collins (Team Leader)

Our Programme this Term
Communication
Our school wide concept for 2011 is ‘Communication’. By the end of the year, we hope all the students will have an enduring understanding about what communication is, how people communicate effectively, and how communication has evolved over time.
[image: image1.wmf]This term we are going to be learning about keeping ourselves fit and safe in different environments, such as school, online and in the bush. We will be communicating our understandings through visual and written language.
November is “5 + a Day” fruit and vegetable month. We will be learning about healthy food choices as well as critically thinking about how food is marketed and advertised.

In Week 7, Matai team is going to Arataki Visitors Centre in the Waitakere Ranges to learn about safety in the bush. More information will be sent out closer to the date of the trip, Thursday, 8 December. Parent helpers will be required. The cost of this trip is included in the activity fee.

Maths

We are conitnuing to broaden our number knowledge about whole numbers and fractions, using number strategies to add, subtract, multiply and divide. We are also learning about algebra this term.
English

We are going to be working on persuasive writing this term. The children will be communicating their opinions on a range of topics and using evidence to present a good argument. Our reading programme will reflect our writing and topic studies. We are also developing our handwriting and general presentation skills, listening skills and spelling strategies.
Physical Education

[image: image2.wmf]The senior athletics day is scheduled for Monday, 7 November. The students from Years 4-8 will be travelling to Moire Park by bus to participate in the event. The cost of the bus and use of facilities at the park is included in the activity fee for this term. 
In the weeks leading up to this, we will be practicing our technique for the jumping, throwing and running activities. It is important that your child has suitable running shoes during this time.
The PE committee has also organised a session of SNAG golf (SNAG stands for Starting New at Golf), which will take place on Wednesday, 23 November. The cost is covered in the activity fee.
The Arts

We will be creating some Christmas Art to decorate our Christmas trees this term. The trees will be available to view during our annual Picnic Evening event on Tuesday, 13 December.
On Wednesday, 2 November, we will be travelling to The Trusts stadium in Henderson to view artworks from schools in our area. The cost of the bus to attend the exhibition is covered in the activity fee.

Library

During our library sessions the students will be developing library, inquiry and computer skills. They will also have time to browse and select books. Please ensure your child has a book bag so they can have a library book issued and take it home.

The scheduled library days for Matai Team this term are-
Monday, 31 October
Thursday, 10 November

Wednesday, 23 November

Friday, 2 December

Wednesday, 14 December

Homework

Students will be getting homework activities to complete most weeks. This may include a mathematics activity, spelling words to learn and reading books to share. 
Stationery

Please check with your child that they have all the pencils, rubbers, rulers and pens that they need.

Hats

Please provide your child with an appropriate sunhat to wear when outside this term. School bucket hats and caps are available from the uniform shop.
Activity Fee

This term we are asking parents to pay an activity fee of $20 per child to cover the expenses of the Art Exhibition, Athletics Day, SNAG golf, Arataki Visitors Centre trip and Christmas art and baking. Please pay this by Friday, 4 November.
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Important Dates to note

Friday, 28 October

Halloween Disco
Wednesday, 2 November
Art Exhibition *

Monday, 7 November

Athletics Day *

Wednesday, 23 November
Norwest Art Exhibition *

Thursday, 8 December

Arataki Visitors Centre trip *

Friday, 9 December

Prize giving

Monday, 12 December

End of year reports

Tuesday, 13 December

Picnic Evening
Thursday, 15 December

Last day (school finishes at 12.30pm)

* Cost covered in Activity Fee
We hope that this newsletter has answered some of the questions you may have about Matai Team and our programme for this term. Please feel free to contact your child’s classroom teacher if you have any further queries.
Matai Team Teachers 2011
